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As the most quoted Old Testament Book in the New Testament, Isaiah has 
always been to me like the book of Revelations, interesting but obscure. I would 
read it but not truly grasp the true meaning of the whole picture Isaiah was giving 
us. Oh I knew about the famous passages that foretold the advent of Christ in 
Isa_9:6*and his suffering in Isa_53:1-12, but that was only because they are the 
most famous aspects of the life of Christ. Like many people, I was always more 
intrigued about his prophecies that coincided with John's Revelations like 
Isa_13:1-13 or Isa_14:1-22. My thought's about the end times made me no 
different then the unbelievers who dwell on the secular aspects of the when, the 
where, the who, and how it will all happen. What world leader would be the 
antichrist, what countries would be involved in the final war of Armageddon, and 
would I be alive still when it all goes down? 

These are just a few of the thoughts I had when discussions of "THE END 
TIMES" would come up, so I never learned to appreciate the true gift he imparted 
to us. I must admit I still have many of the same questions that still need to be 
resolved in my mind. However, I now look at Isaiah with a totally different 
viewpoint then I did before. I now understand not only the many prophecies that 
have been fulfilled and are yet to be fulfilled, but now I appreciate the life and 
dedication of the Fifth Evangelist. 

From the beginning of time the Lord had a plan of salvation for mankind, 
Gen_3:15. "And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your 
seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise him on 
the heel." This is the first time the Lord spoke of a savior for mankind and He did 
so at the very dawning of the gospel day. No sooner was the deadly poisonous 
wound given than the remedy was provided and revealed. The Lord had planed 
from the beginning that the one who was first deceived would be the one through 


whom the guilt of the world would fall. 


Since sin is handed down through the man, the sin nature of man was not 
handed down to the Messiah. So He is truly the unblemished Lamb whom the 
Lord accepted as the perfect sin offering. One can even glean from the Scriptures 
that the Lord had a plan for salvation before He even spoke the heavens and the 
earth into existence, Ecc_3:15 "That which is has been already and that which 
will be has already been, for God seeks what has passed by." However, the first 
mention of His plan to give us the gift of His Son is Gen_3:15. 

The last mention of His plan for our salvation is in the book of Revelations, 
Rev_22:20 "He who testifies to these things says, 'Yes, Iam coming quickly.' 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus". A promise that may be truly said to every person in 
every age, Jesus the Judge is at the door. So, we have Gods plan for the salvation 
of mankind Isa_53:10 and His plan of judgement for the world and those who 
would refuse his gift Isa_13:6-13. Isaiah gives us insight into what the Lord had 
revealed to him some 2700 years ago. We can either ignore Isaiah's prophecies 
like the Jews did or, as Christ taught, we can embrace them. 


The late Ray C. Stedman said of the book of Isaiah; 


“In many ways Isaiah is like a miniature Bible, it even divides like the Bible. 
Just as the Bible s has 66 books, Isaiah has 66 chapters. There are 39 books 
in the Old Testament, and Isaiah has 39 chapters in the first half. There is a 
distinct division at chapter 40, so that the remaining twenty-seven chapters 
constitute the second half of the book, which is exactly the number of books 
in the New Testament. Isaiah is stuck smack dab in the middle of the Bible, 
making it almost a miniature Bible on its own. The New Testament begins 
with the history of John the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ, as he came to 
announce the coming of the Messiah. Chapter 40 of Isaiah, which begins 
the second half, contains the prophetic passage that predicts the coming of 
John the Baptist. The last book of the Bible is the Revelation of Jesus 
Christ, foretelling the end times and the promise of a New Jerusalem. 


Chapter 66 speaks of the Joy in Jerusalem 5 future and it ends with a picture 


of Gehenna the final death. So you find here in the book of Isaiah a 
remarkably close analogy that parallels the entire Bible”. 


( Ray C. Stedman “Adventureing Through The Bible” ** ) 


Now, I don’t recommend it, but one could ignore all the other Old Testament 
books and still have all documentation needed from the book of Isaiah to support 


Jesus as being the Messiah. His birth Isa_9:6, His death Isa_53:8, and His 


resurrection Isa_53:10 are all foretold within the pages of this book. Taken as a 
whole the Book of Isaiah could also be looked at as a blueprint of how many 
Christians have lived their lives and still received the blessing of Gods grace and 
Forgiveness. I have read commentaries where the authors have over analyzed this 
great book and used it as an allegory for mankind, and maybe that is what Stedman 
did in his sermon. 

Regardless of ones point of view it is impossible to miss how Isaiah gave us a 
complete picture of Gods Love for us by giving us a complete picture of Gods love 
for the Israelites. I believe Isaiah was trying to impress upon the Israelites the need 
to place their trust in God for their deliverance. He did this by predicting and 
historically demonstrating the judgment which falls on those who do not trust in 
God, and the blessings which comes to those who do trust in Him. In the preface 
of his book “CHRIST IN ISATAH"*** F. B. Meyer points out the similarities 


between the Israelites exodus from Egypt and their exodus from Babylon. 


“THE EXODUS from Egypt is one of the most conspicuous landmarks of the 
past; not only because of its historical value, but because it inaugurated a 
religious movement which is the most important factor in our modem world. 
The Exodus from Babylon has never succeeded in arousing equal interest, 
largely because it was more gradual and uneventful. Yet it was a marvelous 
episode, and bore upon its face the evident interposition of Jehovah on 
behalf of his people. Its results, which culminated in the advent of the 
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Servant of the Lord, were in the highest degree momentous.’ 


(“CHRIST IN ISAIAH"*** F. B. Meyer) 


A Christian’s walk is the same in that we all are attempting to exodus from 
our own Babylon so that we may reach the Promised Land. However just as the 
Israelites could not accomplish their exodus without God, a Christian can not 
escape his own Babylon with out Christ. As a Christian we have the benefit of 
Isaiah’s Christ in our life. Noah needed an Ark designed by God Himself to 
survive the Flood that was going to wash clean the world of the rot mankind 
brought upon it. As Christians, we realize that we also need a Noah type Ark and 
for us that Ark is Christ and Isaiah gave us the blueprints of Gods plan for that Ark. 

The big difference between Noah’s Ark and Christ is the work was completely 
done by God, we need to do nothing but believe Joh_3:16. In his descriptions of 
what would happen to Christ for our salvation, one would think he had a front row 
seat at Golgotha. Instead, he received a first hand account from the very One who 
would suffer on that cross. When you look at the way Isaiah spoke of the events he 
prophesied as being in the past, it’s easy to see why some have called him the first 
Apostle of Christ. 

Isaiah's first reference to the Messiah is not a prophecy of His birth but a 
prophecy that the Jews would reject Him Isa_6:9-10. When you look at the 
traditions of the ancient writers you find that very seldom is the birth or childhood 
of a famous person mentioned. The Jews were exceptions in that they often 
mentioned the day of birth, but it was a man's accomplishments as an adult that 
gave the scribes a reason to write about him. So Isaiah foretells many aspects of 
what the Messiah's life would entail, like His birth Isa_7:14, His ministry 
Isa_9:1-2, and even His many miracles Isa_35:5-6. However, Isaiah's first 
mentioning of His rejection by the Jews being before all else he foretells is 
understandable when one realizes that it is by His rejection that the gentiles are to 
saved. The very One the Jews looked forward to they would reject, just as they 


rejected the Lord time and time again. 


I see in my own life a similar attitude toward Him. I have been given the truth 
time and time again, only to reject it for my own selfish desires. The Lord gave 
Isaiah His plan of restoration for the remnant of Israel who would truly rely on 
Him. This plan also included the redemption for all mankind as Isaiah repeatedly 
pointed out Isa_11:10, Isa_49:1, Isa_53:10-12, Isa_59:15-16. Isaiah conveyed that 
the Lord wanted the Jews to know that their Messiah was also going to save the 
hated gentiles. As we now know the Jews would be the first to persecute the 
Christians, even before they crucified their Messiah they were expelling his 
believers from the sanctuaries John_9:28-34. Isaiah also conveys to us the 
compassion the Lord has for His chosen people and His desire for their 


redemption. 


“T will also rejoice in Jerusalem and be glad in My people; and there will no 
longer be heard in her the voice of weeping and the sound of crying. 
Isa_65:19 
"It will also come to pass that before they call, I will answer; and while they 


are still speaking, I will hear.’ 


Isa 65:24 


What an amazing prophecy, before I was born God knew I would be knee 
deep in transgressions against Him, and even before I called on Him he came to my 
rescue. This blueprint for my restoration and salvation was imparted to Isaiah 
thousands of years before I was even alive. Truly, only a loving God such as He 
would do such a thing. 

In my study of Isaiah I have learned to look at all the books of the Old 
Testament with an eye for scriptures that either point to the Messiah’s first coming 
or His return. Throughout the Bible we have evidence of the Lords promises, and 
the life of Christ is proof of His fulfillment of those promises. The evidence is 
overwhelming as to the Historicity of the Scriptures. Not only do we have 


historical documents like the “Dead Sea Scrolls” found in the Qumran caves we 


also have such recent discoveries as the Pool of Siloam John_9:7. These are just a 
few of the numerous archaeological discoveries and manuscript evidences that 
support the Bible. I believe it takes an act of mental ignorance to ignore all the 
evidence. 

As for me, I have no reason to doubt the future fulfillment of the Lords 
remaining promises. I have also learned to look at the book of Isaiah and his many 
prophecies for what they really represent, the Eternal instead of the temporal. The 
when, where, who, and how is just temporal, but the Eternal is what is promised 
and that is where my hope lies. By His grace I have been washed by the Blood of 
the Lamb and my parched soul has been renewed by the life giving water that 
flows from that Rock. My salvation was paid for by His victory on Calvary and I 
am assured of eternal life because of His resurrection. I now anxiously await His 


return so that I may enjoy an eternal rest in His Glory. 


* All bible references are from the “New American Standard Bible” version 


** “Adventuring Through The Bible” Ray C. Stedman, Chapter 23 “AND THEN 
COMES THE END” 
(This series commenced June 28, 1964 and was completed on August 4, 
1968. These sermons constitute Discovery Papers #201-267 inclusive. The 
book version, "Adventuring Through the Bible," was released in late 1997. ) 


*** “Christ in Isaiah” F. B. Meyer Electronic Edition STEP Files Copyright © 
2002, Heritage Educational Systems, all rights reserved. 


